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STATE OF MINNESOTA 
CAMPAIGN FINANCE AND PUBLIC DISCLOSURE BOARD 

. . . . . . . . . 
March 7, 2018 

Blazing Star Room 
Centennial Office Building 

. . . . . . . . . 
 

MINUTES 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Flynn. 
 
Members present:  Flynn, Haugen, Leppik, Moilanen, Rosen, Swanson 
 
Others present:  Sigurdson, Engelhardt, Pope, staff; Hartshorn, counsel  
 
The meeting did not strictly follow the order of business set forth in the agenda. 
 
MINUTES (January 9, 2018) 
 
After discussion, the following motion was made:  
 
 Member Leppik’s motion:  To approve the January 9, 2018, minutes as drafted. 
  
 Vote on motion:   Unanimously passed. 
 
CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
A.  Meeting schedule  
 
The next Board meeting is scheduled for 10 a.m. on Wednesday, April 4, 2018. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT 
 
Mr. Sigurdson presented members with a memorandum regarding this matter that is attached to and 
made a part of these minutes.  Mr. Sigurdson told members that a few more committees and individuals 
had filed their 2017 reports since he prepared his memorandum.  Mr. Sigurdson said that staff would 
begin tracking the percentage of timely filers for each program and would use those figures to 
determine which outreach methods were the most effective.  Mr. Sigurdson stated that the lobbyist 
program currently had the highest rate of timely compliance.  
 
Mr. Sigurdson then introduced the new assistant executive director, Megan Engelhardt.  Ms. Engelhardt 
told members that she had come to the Board from the Office of Lawyers Professional Responsibility 
where, among her other duties, she conducted investigations and prepared advisory opinions.  
Members welcomed Ms. Engelhardt to her new position. 
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Mr. Sigurdson next told members that Gary Goldsmith and Joyce Larson would be retiring on May 1, 
2018.  Members reported the numerous compliments that they had received regarding the work of Mr. 
Goldsmith and Ms. Larson and discussed the fact that both Mr. Goldsmith and Ms. Larson would be 
greatly missed. 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL ENFORCEMENT REPORT 
 
D.  Waiver request – Citizens for Justice Anne McKeig 
 
Ms. Pope told members that the Citizens for Justice Anne McKeig committee was asking the Board to 
waive a $1,000 late filing fee incurred for an untimely registration.  In the waiver request, the 
committee’s treasurer, Eric Day, stated that when he was preparing the committee’s 2017 year-end 
report, he realized that the committee had never actually registered with the Board when the committee 
was formed in October 2017.  By the time that the committee actually filed its registration, it had 
accrued the maximum late filing fee.  Ms. Pope said that the Board had not granted any prior waiver 
requests for the committee. 
 
Committee treasurer Eric Day then addressed the Board.  Mr. Day said that the committee had 
prepared a registration form when it initially organized and that he believed that he had filed that form 
with the Board.  Mr. Day stated, however, that he never actually filed the registration form.  Mr. Day 
said that he believes that he failed to file the registration, and mistakenly believed that he had done so, 
because he was under a great deal of stress at the time due to his father’s terminal cancer diagnosis.  
Mr. Day said that he filed the registration form as soon as he discovered the error. 
 
After discussion, the following motion was made: 
 

Member Rosen’s motion: To waive the $1,000 late filing fee incurred by the 
Citizens for Justice Anne McKeig committee for an 
untimely registration. 

 
Vote on motion: Unanimously passed. 

 
During the discussion of the regular enforcement report, the following motion was made: 
 

Member Rosen’s motion: To consider the waiver request submitted by the 
Citizens for Justice Anne McKeig committee even 
though this matter was not placed on the agenda at 
least seven days in advance of the meeting. 

 
Vote on motion: Unanimously passed. 

 
LEGISLATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Mr. Sigurdson presented members with a memorandum regarding this matter that is attached to and 
made a part of these minutes.  Mr. Sigurdson told members that as directed at the November meeting, 
he had met with legislators and legislative staff to determine whether there was bipartisan interest in 
legislative recommendations from the Board.  Members Leppik and Moilanen had attended some of 
these meetings.  Mr. Sigurdson said that the reaction of the legislators generally had been positive and 
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that it appeared that members of both parties would be willing to author the legislation.  Members then 
discussed the legislative proposals and the administrative rule proceeding. 
 
After discussion, the following motion was made: 
 
 Member Leppik’s motion:   That the Board adopt the following resolution: 
 

Resolved, that the Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board affirms the 
legislative policy proposals outlined in the executive director’s January 31, 2018, 
legislative recommendations memorandum and directs the Board chair to forward the 
recommendations to the appropriate legislative chairs. 

 
 Vote on motion:    Motion passed (four ayes, two nays). 
 
AMENDED AFFIRMATIVE ACTION PLAN 
 
Mr. Sigurdson presented members with a memorandum regarding this matter that is attached to and 
made a part of these minutes.  Ms. Pope told members that the Board’s 2016-2018 Affirmative Action 
Plan incorporated the language of the statewide sexual harassment prohibited policy but did not 
expressly adopt that policy.  Ms. Pope said that in response to a directive from the Department of 
Management and Budget, the plan had been amended to expressly adopt the statewide sexual 
harassment prohibited policy.  Ms. Pope stated that the plan also had been updated to name Mr. 
Sigurdson as executive director. 
 
After discussion, the following motion was made: 
 

Member Leppik’s motion: To ratify the amended 2016-2018 Affirmative Action 
Plan.  

 
Vote on motion: Unanimously passed. 

 
ENFORCEMENT REPORT 
 
A. Consent items 
 
1. Confirmation of lobbyist termination – Sarah Janecek 
 
Ms. Pope told members that after Board staff learned that Ms. Janecek had passed away on January 
12, 2018, staff administratively terminated Ms. Janecek’s lobbyist registration for Caribou MSP Airport 
effective December 31, 2017.  Ms. Pope said that staff was asking the Board to confirm this 
administrative termination and to not require filing of the lobbyist disbursement report that was due on 
January 16, 2018. 
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2. Confirmation of lobbyist termination – Tom Liebe 
 
Ms. Pope told members Mr. Liebe’s principal association, the Cooperative Network, had notified Board 
staff that Mr. Liebe had left his position with the organization on August 1, 2017.  Staff then 
administratively terminated Mr. Liebe’s lobbyist registration as of that date.  Ms. Pope said that staff 
was asking the Board to confirm this administrative termination.  Ms. Pope said that Mr. Liebe’s lobbyist 
disbursements for 2017 were reported by the association’s reporting lobbyist. 
 
3. Confirmation of lobbyist termination – Jenna Duwenhoegger 
 
Ms. Pope told members that Ms. Duwenhoegger’s principal association, the Nurse-Family Partnership, 
had notified Board staff that Ms. Duwenhoegger had left her position with the association on October 2, 
2017, due to a departmental reorganization.  The principal also stated that Ms. Duwenhoegger did not 
have any lobbyist disbursements during the last reporting period.  Staff then administratively terminated 
Ms. Duwenhoegger’s lobbyist registration as of October 2, 2017.  Ms. Pope said that staff was asking 
the Board to confirm this administrative termination and to not require filing of the lobbyist disbursement 
report that was due on January 16, 2018. 
 
4. Request to accept an unsigned lobbyist disbursement report and termination statement – 
Frank Forsberg and Greater Twin Cities United Way 
 
Ms. Pope told members that the Greater Twin Cities United Way (GTCUW) was asking the Board to 
accept an unsigned lobbyist disbursement report and a termination statement from its former employee 
Frank Forsberg.  The GTCUW explained that Mr. Forsberg had reviewed these documents before he 
retired on December 31, 2017, but had left the state before the final versions were ready for signature. 
 
After discussion, the following motion was made: 
 

Member Swanson’s motion: To grant all requests on the consent agenda. 
 
Vote on motion: Unanimously passed. 

 
B.    Discussion items 
 
1.     Request to withdraw lobbyist registration – Sarah Walker 
 
Ms. Pope told members that on February 8, 2018, Ms. Walker had registered as a lobbyist on behalf of 
the Veterans Resiliency Project.  Within a week of registering, however, Ms. Walker had discovered an 
unexpected conflict of interest that would prevent her from lobbying for this principal.  Ms. Pope said 
that Ms. Walker therefore was asking the Board to allow her to withdraw this lobbyist registration. 
 
2.      Request to withdraw candidate committee registration – Wharton (Jeffrey) for Minnesota 
 
Ms. Pope told members that Mr. Wharton had registered a committee for governor on March 20, 2017.  
In response to requests for a 2017 year-end report, Mr. Wharton had told staff that he no longer was 
running for governor and that he had not raised or spent any money during his campaign.  Ms. Pope 
said that Mr. Wharton was asking the Board to allow him to withdraw his committee’s registration.  Mr. 
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Pope stated that approval of Mr. Wharton’s request would eliminate the need for the committee to file a 
2017 year-end report. 
 
3. Request to withdraw candidate committee registration. – Balaski (Donavon) for House 
 
Ms. Pope told members that Mr. Balaski had registered a committee for a house seat on August 10, 
2017.  In response to requests for a 2017 year-end report, Mr. Balaski had told staff that he no longer 
was running for office and that he had raised and spent only $50 during his campaign.  Ms. Pope said 
that Mr. Balaski was asking the Board to allow him to withdraw his committee’s registration.  Ms. Pope 
stated that approval of Mr. Balaski’s request would eliminate the need for the committee to file a 2017-
year-end report. 
 
4. Request for administrative termination of candidate committee – Sharon Anderson 
 
Ms. Pope told members that Sharon Anderson had registered a committee for attorney general on 
January 1, 1982.  Ms. Pope said that at the Board’s direction, staff has not attempted to secure a report 
from the committee for approximately ten years.  Ms. Pope stated that Ms. Anderson recently had told 
staff that although she plans to run again for attorney general, she has never received any contributions 
from anyone other than herself and has never spent more than the $300 filing fee for the office.  Ms. 
Anderson also told staff that she believes that she does not have a committee.  Ms. Pope said that 
because Ms. Anderson’s committee had never met the financial threshold necessary for registration of 
a committee and because Ms. Anderson does not believe that she has a committee, staff was asking 
the Board to administratively terminate Ms. Anderson’s committee registration. 
  
After discussion, the following motion was made: 
 

Member Rosen’s motion: To grant all requests on the discussion items agenda. 
 
Vote on motion: Unanimously passed. 

 
C. Waiver requests 
 

Name of 
Candidate or 
Committee 

Late Fee 
& Civil 
Penalty 
Amount 

Reason for 
Fine Factors for waiver 

Board 
Member’s 

Motion 
Motion Vote on 

Motion 

Jeffrey Weber, 
Attorney 

General’s 
Office 

$10 LFF 
 

Annual 
EIS 

Official did not timely receive notices sent 
to work address because he left that job at 
the end of 2017.  Official filed statement as 
soon as he received notices forwarded by 
his former employer. 

Member 
Swanson 

To waive 
the late 
filing fee 

Passed 
unanimously 

Jane 
Youngkrantz, 

Kandiyohi 
SWCD 

$40 LFF Annual 
EIS 

Official encountered problems trying to file 
online but eventually created an account 
and believed that she had filed statement.  
Official had created account but never 
actually recertified statement.  Official filed 
as soon as she learned that statement had 

Member 
Swanson 

To waive 
the late 
filing fee 

Passed 
unanimously 
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not been recertified.  Official had no 
changes to report. 

Eric Klindt, 
Wilkin County 
Commissioner 

$45 LFF Annual 
EIS 

Official encountered problems trying to file 
online but eventually created an account 
and believed that he had filed statement.  
Official had created account but never 
actually recertified statement.  Official 
contacted staff several times during 
process for help and filed as soon as he 
learned that the statement had not been 
recertified. 

Member 
Swanson 

To waive 
the late 
filing fee 

Passed 
unanimously 

Citizens for 
Denny 

McNamara 
$50 LFF 

Pre-
general 
special 
election 
report 

Treasurer tried to file report before due 
date because she was leaving town, but 
the software did not have the pre-general 
special election report option available yet.  
Treasurer called for assistance on 1/31/18.  
Staff was unable to make the report option 
available that day because 1/31/18 was 
also the due date for 2017 year-end 
reports.  Treasurer filed report as soon as 
she returned home when report option was 
available.  

Member 
Swanson 

To waive 
the late 
filing fee 

Passed 
unanimously 

Maiv PAC $350 
LFF 

2017 year-
end report 

Treasurer had personal difficulties that 
prevented her from filing report on time. 

Member 
Rosen 

To waive 
the late 
filing fee 

Passed 
unanimously 

Kanne (James) 
for House 16B 

$300 
LFF 

2017 year-
end report 

Treasurer filed report on due date but did 
not realize that she had re-filed the 2016 
year-end report.  Because treasurer 
believed she had filed report, she put it out 
of her mind. Treasurer filed correct report 
as soon as she understood what had 
happened.  Treasurer also asks for 
consideration of her personal 
circumstances. 

Member 
Rosen 

To waive 
the late 
filing fee 

Passed 
unanimously 

Fillmore 
County DFL 

$275 
LFF 

2017 year-
end report 

Treasurer was new and did not know 
reporting requirements.  Treasurer also 
thought that due date for her economic 
interest statement also applied to 
campaign finance reports.  Treasurer could 
not consult previous treasurer because she 
had moved away and chair also was new. 

Member 
Moilanen 

To waive 
the late 
filing fee 

Passed 
unanimously 

Neighbors for 
Geoff 

Dittberner 
$25 LFF 2017 year-

end report 

Treasurer emailed report on due date but 
omitted a dot from the Board’s email 
address.  Treasurer received message 
saying that the original email was 
undeliverable.  Treasurer sent report the 
next day. 

Member 
Rosen 

To waive 
the late 
filing fee 

Passed 
unanimously 

Neighbors for 
Ilhan (Omar) $50 LFF 2017 year-

end report 

Treasurer tried to upload report one day 
after due date but could not because 
software said that she was not treasurer of 
record no matter what version of her name 
she used.  Treasurer tried to upload again 
the next morning and was successful even 
though she had not changed any 
information in the software. 

No motion   

Gilbert (Randy) 
for Auditor $50 LFF 2017 year-

end report 
Candidate tried to file report by email but 
outgoing email was stuck in his outbox. No motion   
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Informational Items 
 
A. Payment of a late filing fee for 2017 year-end report of receipts and expenditures 

 
Ricky Englund Run for Senate, $75 
Quinn Nystrom for MN, $50 
Keep Judge Andrew Pearson, $50 
Tom Saxhaug for State Senate, $25 
 
Minneapolis Regional Labor Federation, $50 
Minn Thoroughbred Assn PAC, $25 
Minn Young DFL, $25 
Waste Management PAC of Minn, $150 
 

B. Payment of a late filing fee for 2017 special election report 
 
Committee to Elect James Brunsgaard, $50  
Melissa Wagner for House, $50  
 

C. Payment of a late filing fees for 2016 pre-general election and year-end report of receipts 
and expenditures 
 
SEIU Local 26, $2,000 
 

D. Payment of a late filing fee for failure to file 2016 pre-primary-election report of receipts and 
expenditures 
 
Lawrence Patwin (candidate did not register committee) $83.80 from Revenue Recapture 
 

E. Payment of a late filing fee for June 15, 2016, lobbyist disbursement report 
 
John Lenczewski, MN Trout Unlimited, $25 
 

F. Payment of a late filing fee for January 16, 2018, lobbyist disbursement report 
 
Kelsey Johnson, Iron Mining Assn of Minn, $25 
Thomas Keliher, MN School Bus Operators, $25 
 

G. Payment of a late filing fee for 24-hour notice of 2016 large pre-election contribution 
 
SEIU Local 26, $1,000 
 

H. Payment of a civil penalty for false certification 
 
Branden Petersen, $280 
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I. Deposit to the General Fund 
 
33rd Senate District DFL, $5 
Crow Wing County RPM, $50 
Paul Thissen for Governor, $89.11 
 

LEGAL COUNSEL’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Hartshorn presented members with a legal report that is attached to and made a part of these 
minutes.  Mr. Hartshorn had nothing to add to the provided report. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
There was no other business to report. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
The chair recessed the regular session of the meeting and called to order the executive session.  Upon 
recess of the executive session, the regular session of the meeting was called back to order and the 
Chair reported the following matter into regular session: 
 
Probable cause determination in the matter of the complaint of Taylor regarding Scott Sanders for 
Representative Committee 
 
Probable cause determination in the matter of the compliant of Qualy regarding the Libertarian Party of 
Minnesota and Emily Mellingen 
 
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned by the chair. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jeff Sigurdson 
Executive Director 
 
Attachments: 
Memorandum regarding executive director report 
Memorandum regarding legislative recommendations 
Memorandum regarding amended Affirmative Action Plan 
Probable cause determination in the matter of the complaint of Taylor regarding Scott Sanders for 
Representative Committee 
Probable cause determination in the matter of the compliant of Qualy regarding the Libertarian Party of 
Minnesota and Emily Mellingen 
Legal report 
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Campaign Finance and        
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Date: March 28, 2018  
 
To:   Board Members 
 
From: Jeff Sigurdson, Executive Director  Telephone:  651-539-1189 
 
Re:  Executive Director’s Report – Board Operations   
 
Program Updates  
 
Lobbying Program.    
 
The legislative session is always a busy time for lobbyist registrations.  To date the Board has 
received 341 new registrations in 2018.     
 
The annual lobbyist principal report of expenditures made in 2017 was due on March 15, 2018.    
As of March 27, 2018, reports had been received from 1,422 of the 1,427 principals required to 
file.  An updated chart of reported expenditures and a chart showing trend lines for lobbyist 
expenditures are found below.   There is always media interest in the principal reports, including 
coverage from the Star Tribune http://www.startribune.com/groups-spend-74m-to-lobby-
policymakers-and-the-public-utilities-commission/477455423/  and Minnesota Public Radio  
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2018/03/20/enbridge-spends-over-5-million-lobbying     
 
The reports filed so far disclose that $64,753,765 was spent in 2017 to influence the official 
actions of the legislature, administrative agencies, and metropolitan governmental units.   
 
The amount spent to influence administrative action by the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission in cases of rate setting, power plant and power line siting, and granting of 
certificates of need is reported separately.  In 2017, principals reported spending $9,840,778 to 
influence administrative actions of the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission.   This amount is 
the highest amount ever reported to the Board for lobbying the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission.       
 
Total lobbying expenditures reported for 2017 amount to $74,594,544. This amount is the 
second only to 2013 for the highest reported amount.   Below is a table showing the total 
spending reported on the Annual Principal Reports for the last six years.  A principal is permitted 
to round the amount reported to the nearest $20,000.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

http://www.startribune.com/groups-spend-74m-to-lobby-policymakers-and-the-public-utilities-commission/477455423/
http://www.startribune.com/groups-spend-74m-to-lobby-policymakers-and-the-public-utilities-commission/477455423/
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2018/03/20/enbridge-spends-over-5-million-lobbying
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Year 

Amount Spent to Influence 
Legislative Actions, 
Administrative Actions, and 
Actions of Metropolitan 
Governmental Units 

Amount Spent to 
Influence the Actions 
of the MN Public 
Utilities Commission 

Total 
Amount of 
Spending 
Reported by 
Principals 

2017 $64,753,765 $9,840,778 $74,594,544 
2016 $62,094,344 $6,222,560 $68,316,904 
2015 $63,979,699 $5,177,019 $69,156,718 
2014 $64,733,179 $5,673,292 $70,406,471 
2013 $69,420,091 $5,337,767 $74,757,858 
2012 $59,725,768 $2,749,590 $62,475,358 

 
From 2012 to 2017 the amount spend on legislative, administrative, and metro lobbying 
increased by 8.4%, but spending in that category has been almost static over the last four 
years.  Spending on lobbying the Public Utilities Commission has increased by over 250% from 
2012 to 2017.  However, lobbying expenditures on the Public Utilities Commission can fluctuate 
significantly in response to a single energy project.  For example, in 2017, Enbridge Energy 
Partners LP alone spent $5,080,000 seeking authorization of the Line 3 project.      
 

 
 
 

Campaign Finance Program.    
 
The Board has registered 63 candidate committees and 9 new political committees and political 
funds so far this year.  The first report of receipts and expenditures for constitutional candidates, 
appellate court candidates, political committees and funds, political party state central 
committees and legislative caucuses is due April 16, 2018.  Approximately 450 reports are 
expected.  House candidates, district court judges, and all other party units file their first report 
on July 30, 2018.   
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Economic Interest Program.   
   
The Board has received notification of 107 new appointments of public officials.  Staff works 
with all new appointments to secure economic interest statements.    
 
Personnel  
 
An open house celebrating the careers of Gary Goldsmith and Joyce Larson will be held in the 
Board’s office on Thursday, April 26, 2018, from 1:00 to 3:30 p.m.    
 
The compliance officer position currently held by Ms. Larson has been posted on the state 
employment website.   The posting closes on April 2, 2018.  
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Date: March 28, 2018  
 
To:   Board Members 
 
From: Jeff Sigurdson, Executive Director  Telephone:  651-539-1189 
 
Re:  Legislative Update   

 
The Board’s policy recommendations and the codification of the draft administrative rules are 
found in SF 3306 (Kiffmeyer, Carlson) and HF 3837 (O’Driscoll, Nelson).   In the Senate, SF 
3306 was heard in the Committee on State Government Finance and Policy and Elections on 
March 15th, were it passed unanimously and then sent to the Judiciary and Public Safety Policy 
Committee.  The bill was heard in Judiciary on March 21st, and passed without opposition, the 
bill has now had its second reading.     
 
HF 3837 was heard in Government Operations and Election Policy on March 22nd.  The bill 
passed on a voice vote, I believe the vote was 17 to 1.   The bill has been sent to the Committee 
on Civil Law and Data Practices Policy, where it will be heard on March 29th.         
 
The most recent engrossment of the bills are available on the legislative website at: 
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/  click on either the search house bills, or search senate bills to 
access text and current status of the bill.    
 
As anticipated there are differences between the recommendations suggested by the Board and 
the provisions of the bill.   The following are the significant differences by subject area. 
 
Board Investigations  
 
As discussed at the March Board meeting both the Senate and House bills include language 
that specifies the investigative authority of the Board, in particular when the investigation of a 
complaint discovers evidence of a potential violation not included in the complaint.   The 
amended language specifies that the Board has authority to expand the scope of an 
investigation to include potential violations not alleged in the complaint.  Before the scope of an 
investigation may be expanded the Board must hold a probable cause hearing on the new 
allegation, and the party under investigation has the right to appear at the determination. The 
proposed amendment to Minnesota Statutes, section 10A.022, subdivision 3, is underlined.    

  
Subd. 3. Investigation authority; complaint process. (a) The board may investigate  
any alleged or potential violation of this chapter. The board may also investigate an alleged  
or potential violation of section 211B.04, 211B.12, or 211B.15 by or related to a candidate,  
treasurer, principal campaign committee, political committee, political fund, or party unit,  
as those terms are defined in this chapter. The board may only investigate an alleged violation  
if the board: 

(1) receives a written complaint alleging a violation; 
(2) discovers a potential violation as a result of an audit conducted by the board; or 
(3) discovers a potential violation as a result of a staff review. 
(b) When the board investigates the allegations made in a written complaint and the  

investigation reveals other potential violations that were not included in the complaint, the  

https://www.leg.state.mn.us/
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board may investigate the potential violations not alleged in the complaint only after making  
a determination under paragraph (d) that probable cause exists to believe a violation that  
warrants a formal investigation has occurred. 
 
(d) If a determination is made that the complaint alleges a prima facie violation, the  
board shall, within 45 days of the prima facie determination, make findings and conclusions  
as to whether probable cause exists to believe the alleged violation that warrants a formal  
investigation has occurred. Any party filing a complaint and any party against whom a  
complaint is filed must be given an opportunity to be heard by the board prior to the board's  
determination as to whether probable cause exists to believe a violation that warrants a  
formal investigation has occurred. 
 
Economic Interest Program  
 
The Board’s policy recommendations on expanding economic interest disclosure to include the 
occupation and investments of the public official’s spouse was not included in the legislation.  
The recommendation to establish a lower level of disclosure for soil and water district 
supervisors and water management organization members was also not included in the bill.  
The recommendation to raise the threshold for disclosure of investments and associated 
business from $2,500 to $10,000, and increase the income from businesses threshold from $50 
a month to $250 a month were included.   As were the draft administrative rule provisions.   
 
Notice to Contributors     
 
The suggested statutory language that will require a political committee, political fund, political 
party unit, or principal campaign committee that raises funds through the sale of goods or 
services to disclose to potential customers that the proceeds from the purchase are a political 
contribution was included.   
 
Codification of the proposed administrative rules 
 
The provisions of the draft rules are in the bills with the following exceptions: 
 

• The two year period during which a candidate may not fundraise for a political committee 
that subsequently makes an independent expenditure provided in the rules is reduced to 
a one year period. 

 
• A provision that specified that any expenditure made by a political committee in which 

the spouse or domestic partner of the candidate serves as an officer is a coordinated 
expenditure was not included. 

 
• A provision was added that, taken by itself, the fact that a candidate’s committee 

provided a party unit or political committee with its donor list is not an act of coordination 
that defeats the independence of expenditures.  This provision was amended in the HF 
3837 to clarify that a political committee could not inform the candidate that the list would 
be used for independent expenditures.   
 

These changes have created opposition.  Attached is a letter from the League of Women Voters 
to the Senate stating that the organization is in favor of the bill, but would prefer amendments on 
these three issues.  My understanding is that Common Cause has similar concerns.   
 
Attachment  
Letter from the League of Women Voters.   







Minnesota                       

Campaign Finance and        
Public Disclosure Board 
 
 
Date: March 28, 2018 
 
To:   Board members 
 
From: Megan Engelhardt, Assistant Executive Director  Telephone:  651-539-1182 
 
Re:  Prima facie determination finding no violation 
 
 
Complaints filed with the Board are subject to a prima facie determination made by the Board 
chair in consultation with staff.  If the Board chair determines that the complaint states a 
violation of Chapter 10A or the provisions of Chapter 211B under the Board’s jurisdiction, the 
complaint moves forward to a probable cause determination by the full Board.   
 
If, however, the chair determines that the complaint does not state a prima facie violation, the  
Chair must dismiss the complaint without prejudice.  When a complaint is dismissed, the  
complaint and the prima facie determination become public data.  The following complaint was  
dismissed by the chair and the prima facie determination is provided here as an informational  
item to the other board members.  No further action of the Board is required.   
 
Complaint regarding Michael Northbird 
 
On March 8, 2018, the Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board received a complaint  
submitted by Soren Sorensen regarding Michael Northbird, the candidate.  The complaint 
alleged that the candidate had sent a mailing to the delegates of the DFL’s SD2 endorsing  
convention seeking support at the endorsing convention without the required disclaimer  
language.  While the mailing did not include the required disclaimer language, at the time the  
mailing had been sent the candidate was not a registered candidate with the Board.  Minnesota  
Statutes section 211B.04 does not apply “to an individual or association that is not required to  
register or report under Chapter 10A.”  Minnesota Statutes section 10A.14 requires “[t]he  
treasurer of a . . . principal campaign . . . to register with the board by filing a registration  
statement.”  Registration with the Board is required “no later than 14 days after the committee  
. . . has made a contribution, received contributions, or made expenditures in excess of $750.”   
It was unlikely that the mailing exceeded $750, and therefore, the Board Chair made a  
determination on March 14, 2018, that the complaint did not state a prima facie violation. 
 
Attachments: 
Prima Facie Determination 
Complaint 
 
 
 





From: Vote Pray Love
To: Larson, Joyce (CFB); CFBEmail
Subject: Northbird For District 2A / Michael Northbird campaign mailer lacks required disclaimers
Date: Thursday, March 08, 2018 9:16:39 PM
Attachments: NorthbirdLetter.png

NorthbirdLetters01-envelopes.png
NorthbirdLetters02-envelopes.png

Hello,

I am writing to submit a complaint about a campaign mailing I and two of my family members
have received. The three of us are all delegates to the DFL's SD2 endorsing convention.

The one page, 2 color letter was contained in white envelopes with a first class postage stamps
affixed. The envelopes each had three stickers two (2) black-and-white stickers with address
and return address, and a full color sticker (photo quality) with a picture of the candidate
(Northbird) that said "Support Northbird for MN DFL House of Representatives District 2A"
with no discalimer on the sticker - despite room.

The letter also contains no disclaimer.

The letter asks for "endorsement and support for State Representative 2A". The letter also
declares an aim of defeating incumbent Matt Grossell. It's clearly a campaign expenditure and
a type of communication that requires a disclaimer, if not a disclaimer in all three places
(envelope, sticker, and letter). I believe the letter was mailed to each of the 99 or so delegates
to the SD2 DFL convention on the House District 2A side.

Scans of the envelopes and letter are attached.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this campaign finance violation.

Sincerely,
Soren Sorensen
Candidate for House District 2A (filed)

mailto:votepraylove@gmail.com
mailto:joyce.larson@state.mn.us
mailto:cfb.reports@state.mn.us
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    Minnesota                               

Campaign Finance and    
Public Disclosure Board        
_________________________________________________________________ __________ 
 190 Centennial Building . 658 Cedar Street . St. Paul, MN 55155-1603   FAX: 651-539-1196 or 800-357-4114 
 
DATE:  March 28, 2018 
 
TO:  Board Members 
  Counsel Hartshorn 
 
FROM: Jodi Pope, Legal/Management Analyst 
 
SUBJECT: Enforcement report for consideration at the April 4, 2018, Board meeting 
 
  
A. Discussion items 

 
1. Request to amend lobbyist termination statement – Dustin Brighton 

In January 2018, Mr. Brighton terminated his registration as a lobbyist for the Internet 
Association because he left his position with that organization.  Because Mr. Brighton used the 
January 2018 date as his termination date, he must file a lobbyist disbursement report by June 
15, 2018, for the short time that he worked during this year.  The Internet Association is asking 
the Board to amend Mr. Brighton’s termination statement to be effective on December 31, 
2017.  Approval of this request would eliminate the need for Mr. Brighton to file the June 2018 
lobbyist disbursement report.  The Internet Association states that Mr. Brighton did not conduct 
any lobbying in 2018 and had no lobbying disbursements. 

 
2. Request to suspend efforts to obtain economic interest statement and accrual of late 

fees and civil penalties – Rolf Hagen 
Mr. Hagen is a public official with the Office of Administrative Hearings.  Due to health issues, 
Mr. Hagen is not able to file his annual statement of economic interest statement himself or 
direct someone else to complete it for him.  Mr. Hagen’s family is in the process of obtaining 
the authority necessary to act for him.  After that authority is obtained, Mr. Hagen’s 
representative will file the statement and submit a waiver request for the accrued late fees.  Mr. 
Hagen’s family is asking the Board to suspend its efforts to obtain the statement and the 
accrual of the late fees until that time. 

 
 3. Confirmation of lobbyist termination and cessation of efforts to collect lobbyist report – 

Jim du Bois 
Mr. du Bois was the executive director of the Minnesota Broadcaster’s Association and also 
was registered as a lobbyist for the Association.  The Association notified Board staff that Mr. 
du Bois had resigned as executive director in December 2017 after the discovery of 
irregularities in the Association’s management.  Staff then administratively terminated the 
lobbyist registration of Mr. du Bois.  Staff is asking the Board to confirm this termination. 
 
In addition, Mr. du Bois has not filed the lobbyist disbursement report that was due on January 
15, 2018.  The Association has examined its records and concluded that Mr. du Bois did not 
make any lobbyist disbursements during the time covered by the missing report.  The 
Association’s other two lobbyists have filed their reports and the Association has filed its 2017 
principal report.  Staff therefore is asking the Board to confirm the cessation of staff efforts to 
obtain the January 2018 lobbyist report from Mr. du Bois. 
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B. Waiver Requests 

 

 Committee/ 
Entity 

Late 
Fee or 
Civil 

Penalty 

Report 
Due Factors 

Most 
Recent 
Balance 

Previous 
Waivers 
Granted 

1 

Gerald 
Johnson, 

Browns Creek 
WD 

$100 
LFF 

 

Annual 
EIS 

Official was out of state during the due date time 
period due to his father-in-law’s serious health issues. NA No 

2 
Roger Stenhoff, 

Root River 
SWCD 

$100 
LFF 

Annual 
EIS 

Official has health issues that prevented him from 
completing the statement on his own.  Official’s 
spouse eventually was able to help but statement was 
delayed due to misplacement of form and spouse’s 
work issues. 

NA No 

3 

Leigh 
Lenzmeier, 

Stearns County 
commissioner & 

PERA Board 

$100 
LFF 

Annual 
EIS 

Official has had health issues and has relied on 
county staff to help him with tasks during this time.  
Official prepared statement and asked county staff to 
submit it.  Official submitted statement as soon as he 
learned that Board had never received first statement. 

NA No 

4 
Kurt Rogness, 

Minnehaha 
Creek WD 

$100 
LFF 

Annual 
EIS 

Official attempted to file online three times but 
encountered problems.  Official’s travel outside the 
country also hindered his efforts to file online and to 
get help filing from Board staff. 

NA No 

5 
Kevin Ha, 
Attorney 

General’s Office 
$75 LFF 

Annual 
EIS 

Official tried to log in to complete statement but never 
received email verifications.  Official then contacted 
Board staff and filed paper statement. 

NA No 

6 
Barb Johnson, 
PERA Board 

$70 LFF Annual 
EIS 

Official did not timely receive notices sent to city 
council address because she had left office in January 
2018.  Official filed statement as soon as she received 
notices forwarded by the city. 

NA No 

7 
Kristine DeMay, 

9th Judicial 
District 

$20 LFF Annual 
EIS 

Official did not timely receive notices sent to main 
judicial district office.  Official filed statement as soon 
as she received forwarded notices. 

NA No 

8 

Thomas Ryan, 
Greater MN 

Regional Parks 
& Trails Comm 

$95 LFF 
Annual 

EIS 

Official did not timely receive email notices sent to 
work address because he retired in May 2017.  
Official forgot about annual reporting requirement until 
he returned home from an extended time away and 
opened notice sent to his home.  Official then 
promptly filed statement. 

NA No 

9 
Dave Esselink, 
Rock SWCD $5 LFF 

Annual 
EIS 

Official called staff on first day of late fee accrual to 
obtain paper statement and believed that he was told 
that there would be no late fee if he returned the 
statement that day.  Official then completed and 
returned statement that day. 

NA No 
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10 
Scott Moen, 

lobbyist 

$375 
LFF (3 
X $125) 

1/15/2018 
lobbyist 
report 

Lobbyist represents three entities: Intl Council of 
Shopping Centers; Public Employee Pension Service 
Assn; and Fish & Wildlife Legislative Alliance.  During 
the last part of 2017 and early 2018, he was away 
from home caring for his terminally ill mother and then 
dealing with the issues created by her death.  
Lobbyist filed reports as soon as he returned home. 

NA No 

11 
MN 

Broadcaster’s 
Assn 

$1,000 
LFF 

$1,000 
CP 

3/15/2017 
lobbyist 
principal 

report 

Principal’s executive director left organization in 
December 2017 after discovery of management 
irregularities.  Principal did not know that its 3/15/2017 
report required amendment or that the executive 
director had not filed this amendment.  Principal filed 
amendment immediately after receiving notice from 
Board staff.  Principal also asked for termination of 
executive director’s lobbyist registration. 

NA No 

12 Stonewall DFL 
$350 
LFF 

2017 
year-end 

report 

Committee mailed report before due date but it was 
returned for lack of adequate postage.  Committee 
resent report shortly after due date but it was never 
received by Board.  Committee then hand-delivered a 
report to the Board.  Committee has terminated.  

$156 No 

13 
John 

Magedanz, 
Sauk River WD 

$25 LFF 
Annual 

EIS 

Official stated on his annual statement that he 
objected to late fees.  Official later explained to Board 
staff that he believes that level of disclosure required 
for watershed district (WD) managers is excessive 
given their duties. 

NA No 

14 
Rob Rafferty, 
Vadnais Lake 

Area WMO 
$5 LFF Annual 

EIS 

Official volunteers for watershed management 
organization (WMO) and several other boards.  
Official feels there should not be a late fee for 
volunteer positions.  Official also told Board staff that 
he believes that level of disclosure required for WMO 
members is excessive given their duties.  

 
Yes, $5 
for 2016 
annual  

15 
Lon Moen, 
Big Stone 

SWCD 

$20 
LFF, 

Paid $5 

Annual 
EIS 

Official called staff on due date to report that his 
computer was down.  Official believes that he was told 
that there would be no late fee because he called.  
Official later explained to Board staff that he believed 
that a $5 late fee was fair, but that he would like the 
remaining $15 to be waived. 

NA No 

16 
Bois Forte 

Political 
Education Fund 

$375 
LFF 

2017 
year-end 

report 

Long-term employee responsible for filing report 
retired in December 2017 and was not replaced until 
March 2018.  There was additional significant turnover 
and major illnesses in the accounting department 
during December and January.  The employees out 
for medical reasons returned in February 2017.  The 
fund then was able to file its report. 

$4,663 

Yes, 
$100 for 

2012 
pre-

primary 
report 

17 
Jennifer 

Breitinger, 
lobbyist 

$75 LFF 
1/15/2018 
lobbyist 
report 

Lobbyist represents ten principals and believed that 
all ten reports had been timely filed.  The report for 
the Film Board, however, was never actually filed.  
Lobbyist does not know why this error occurred, but 
believes it may have been due to failure to push the 
send button for that report.  Lobbyist immediately 
submitted report after receiving notice that it had not 
been filed. 

NA No 
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18 

Mary for 
Minnesota 

House 
Committee 

$1,000 
LFF 

$1,000 
CP 

2016 
year-end 

report 

Committee did not amend report after being notified of 
reconciliation errors.  Committee states that treasurer 
incorrectly told candidate that all required reports had 
been submitted.  Committee terminated effective 
12/31/2017.  Candidate registered a new committee 
on 3/2/2018. 

$52 No 

19 
Brad Gerten for 

MN House 
$750 
LFF 

2017 
year-end 

report 

Committee treasurer moved out of the district and 
candidate had personal/legal issues that prevented 
him from filing the report on time.  Committee plans to 
contribute balance to local party unit and then 
terminate. 

$2,530 No 

20 

Int’l Union of 
Operating 

Engineers Local 
49 

$150 
LFF 

3/15/2018 
lobbyist 
principal 

report 

Principal’s contact person also lobbies for principal.  
When contact person received notices for principal 
report, he believed they were for lobbyist report, which 
he had already filed.  Contact person tried to log in to 
system but failed because he used wrong credentials.  
Contact person also looked at delinquent lobbyist list, 
didn’t see his name, and thought that all reports had 
been filed.  Contact person filed principal report as 
soon as staff explained which report was missing. 

  

21 Tim Walz for 
Governor 

$25 LFF 
2017 

year-end 
report 

Committee filed report on due date using commercial 
software and received “transmission successful” 
report from that software.  The software, however, 
had used the wrong registration number for the 
committee and the report therefore had not been filed.  
When treasurer learned of error, she immediately 
asked software company to change registration 
number and she then filed report. 

$488,194 No 

 

 
Informational Items 
 
A. Security information requests 

 
During the annual economic interest statement recertification, the executive director received three 
requests to reclassify information as security information.  Two requests were from judges who had 
personal safety concerns about disclosing the description of real property that they owned.  The 
third request involved securities owned by an individual who had been a recent victim of identity 
theft.  This individual had retired in 2017 and was no longer serving as a public official.  In all three 
cases, the executive director determined that the request met the statutory requirements and 
granted the request. 
 

B. Payment of a late filing fee for 2017 year-end report of receipts and expenditures 
 
 

C. Payment of a late filing fee for 2017 special election report 
 
 

D. Payment of a late filing fees for 2016 pre-general election and year-end report of receipts 
and expenditures 
 
 

E. Payment of a late filing fee for failure to file 2016 pre-primary-election report of receipts and 
expenditures 
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F. Payment of a late filing fee for June 15, 2016, lobbyist disbursement report 
 
 

G. Payment of a late filing fee for January 16, 2018, lobbyist disbursement report 
 
 

H. Payment of a late filing fee for 24-hour notice of 2016 large pre-election contribution 
 
 

I. Payment of a civil penalty for false certification 
 
Branden Petersen, $280 
 

J. Deposit to the General Fund 
 
 
 



Internet Association



From: Hagen, Brock (MDOR)
To: Pope, Jodi (CFB)
Subject: EIS for Rolf Hagen
Date: Wednesday, March 21, 2018 1:31:49 PM
Attachments: image007.png

Good afternoon Jodi,
 
I am writing to follow up on our conversation earlier. We have begun the process to obtain a
conservatorship and guardianship for my dad. At this time, he is not capable of directing me to
complete this statement on his behalf. I am respectfully requesting that efforts to obtain the
statement be suspended since he is incapable of completing the form due to his current medical
status. I am also respectfully requesting the suspension of the late fee accrual. I hope this covers
what we spoke about earlier. If there is anything else I can do at this time, please let me know.
 
Thank you
 
Brock Hagen, Revenue Tax Specialist 
Income Tax and Withholding Division

Minnesota Department of Revenue
Office: 651-556-4035
Fax: 651-556-5152
www.revenue.state.mn.us

Working together to fund Minnesota’s future.               

 
This message and any attachments are solely for the intended recipient and may contain
nonpublic/private data. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, use, or
distribution of the information included in this message and any attachments is prohibited. If you
have received this communication in error, please notify me by reply email and immediately and
permanently delete this message and any attachments. Thank you.
 

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=4F30FA5691B14A6A963FB93103842B63-BROCK HAGEN
mailto:jodi.pope@state.mn.us
file:////c/www.revenue.state.mn.us
http://www.facebook.com/mnrevenue
https://twitter.com/#!/MNRevenue
http://www.youtube.com/MNRevenue
http://www.linkedin.com/company/minnesota-department-of-revenue
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MNREV/subscriber/new
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WINTHROP§! WEINSTINE 

March 22, 2018 Tammera R. Diehm 
Direct Dial: (612) 604-6658 
Direct Fax: (612) 604-6958 
tdiehm@winthrop.com 

Ms. Jodi Pope 
Minnesota Campaign Finance and Public 
Disclosure Board 

190 Centennial Office Building 
658 Cedar Street 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 

VIA E-MAIL 
J odi.pope@state.mn. us 

Re: Lobbyist Termination - Jim du Bois (Lobbyist Registration No. 1006) 

Dear Jodi: 

This letter is intended to supplement the request of the Minnesota Broadcaster's Association (the 
"Association") to terminate the Lobbyist Registration of Mr. Jim du Bois that was requested on 
March 20, 2018. It is also intended to provide a response to the letter received from Ms. Waller 
dated March 21, 2018. 

Until yesterday, the Association was not aware of the Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure 
Board's ("Board") concern regarding the Association's 2016 Lobbyist Principal Report. Upon 
receipt of Ms. Waller's letter, the Association immediately took steps to amend its 2016 report to 
address the concerns raised by the Board. It is our understanding that the amended report now 
clears up any questions related to lobbyist activities conducted by the Association in 2016. 

As you know, since Mr. du Bois' resignation in December 2017, the Association has been working 
hard to address organizational and operational issues including significant outstanding debt, 
unpaid bills and financial deficiencies. Accordingly, we respectfully request that the Board waive 
the late filing fee. In support of this request, we ask the Board to consider the fact that (a) the 
Association took immediate action upon learning of the problem; and (b) the Association faces 
extreme financial hardship and is working to determine if it will be able remain viable. 

Finally, in working with the certified public accountant who has been hired to reconstruct the 
Association's financial records, and also in speaking with the contract lobbyists who previously 
represented the Association in advocacy matters, it is our understanding and belief that Mr. du 
Bois had no lobbyist disbursements to report in his missing lobbyist disbursement report. Based 
on this, we ask the Board to grant our request for the administrative termination of Mr. du Bois' 
lobbyist registration. 

CAPELL A TOWER I 5 U IT E 3 5 0 0 225 South 6th Street Minneapolis, MN 55402 P / 611.604.6400 F / 611.604.6800 W / Winthrop.com A Professional Association 



March 22, 2018 
Page2 

Should you have any questions or if there is additional information that I can provide to assist the 
Board in its evaluation of this matter, please let me know. 

Very truly yours, 

WINTHROP & WEINS TINE, P.A. 

' ·~ZL)~ 
Tammera R. Diehm 

cc: Marcia Waller (marcia.j.waller@state.mn.us) 
cc: David Harbert (dharbert@kaaltv.com) 

15l75546vl 
21555.2 
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Kurt Rogness



Ha











From: DeMay, Kristine
To: Pope, Jodi (CFB)
Subject: campaign finance filing
Date: Monday, March 05, 2018 10:49:23 AM

Jodi:
 
This morning I received a letter dated February 22, 2018, indicating that A $20.00 penalty was being
charged for late filing of the Economic Interest Statement .  The notices appear to be sent to the
main District Office in Bemidji and then are forwarded to judges.   After receiving this notice I located
my letter that I noted my filing response since the submission is done online.  The letter is dated
February 5, 2018, and I handwrote that I responded on February 16, 2018.  That notice too had first
been sent to the  District Office and most likely received by me about ten to twelve days later.  While
I do not dispute that notices were previously sent as indicated in the February 5, 2018, I do not have
copies of that correspondence.  As such, I would ask that the assessment be waived.  Thank you.
 
Thank you.
 
KRD

mailto:Kristine.DeMay@courts.state.mn.us
mailto:jodi.pope@state.mn.us
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Stonewall DFL



John Magedanz



From: Rob Rafferty
To: Pope, Jodi (CFB)
Subject: Re: waiver request
Date: Friday, March 23, 2018 1:47:37 PM

To whom it may concern:

My name is Rob Rafferty and I am a volunteer on the VLAWMO Board of Directors.  I
had recently been reminded several different times to file the proper financial
disclosure paper work with the State by Jodi Pope of the Financial Disclosure Board. 
Anyhow, even with Jodi's help and the reminders, I still filed my paper work late and
received a late fine of $5.

All that said, as a volunteer I'm required to contribute time and attend meetings - yet
receive no fee.  Because I receive no fee for contributing time and attend meetings
- there will be no fine for my being tardy.

It's time for your rules to be reviewed.  I do not believe it is appropriate to assume one
rule or idea, fits all situations (those that get an income - verses - those that do not). 
Fact is, there is a world of difference between the two.

Anyhow, I do appreciate your consideration for correcting the books and reviewing
the wording within this ruling.

Sincerely Rob Rafferty 

On Fri, Mar 23, 2018 at 9:18 AM, Pope, Jodi (CFB) <jodi.pope@state.mn.us> wrote:

Mr. Rafferty,

As we discussed, you can ask the Board to waive the late fee that accrued for your annual
economic interest recertification.   Your request can be by email and it should explain why
you had good cause for filing your statement after the deadline.  Your request can also
include your concerns about the level of disclosure required for WMO officials.

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Thank you.

Jodi Pope

Legal/Management Analyst

Rob Rafferty

mailto:grrafferty1@gmail.com
mailto:jodi.pope@state.mn.us
mailto:jodi.pope@state.mn.us


Minnesota Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board
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Scott Moen



Bois Forte



From: Jennifer Wirick Breitinger
To: Pope, Jodi (CFB)
Subject: Letter of February 2, 2018
Date: Monday, March 05, 2018 9:13:01 AM

 Jodi - thanks for your correspondence. I had also received a phone call about my tardiness on
the Film Board report. I am not sure what happened but since my other 9 reports were filed
timely this past period - I believe it was a case of me not pushing the send button and making
sure it was received.  For contract lobbyists that have multiple report especially without an
office support structure the on line and new system can be challenging. 

From now on I will make sure the report is sent and I take notes or do a printout of all reports
after submitted (although that sort of defeats the desire to reduce paper). Perhaps intent should
not be considered but I would really prefer to not pay a fine for what was just a stroke key
mistake or inadvertent move. Immediately after I received a call from CPB (a couple days
after the due date) - I went back to my office and laptop and submitted the Film Board report. 

Jennifer Breitinger
JWB Associates
1725 Emerson Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55403-2907

612.850.3306
jwbreitinger@yahoo.com

mailto:jwbreitinger@yahoo.com
mailto:jodi.pope@state.mn.us
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From: Engelhardt, Megan (CFB)
To: Pope, Jodi (CFB)
Subject: FW: Fine Waiver Request
Date: Thursday, March 22, 2018 1:07:46 PM

 
 
From: Brad Gerten <brad.gerten@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 1:06 PM
To: Larson, Joyce (CFB) <joyce.larson@state.mn.us>; Engelhardt, Megan (CFB)
<megan.engelhardt@state.mn.us>
Subject: Fine Waiver Request
 

Dear Campaign Finance Board,

I am asking for late filing waiver for the "Brad Gerten for MN House" campaign committee (Reg # 18064).

Because of a change of treasurer (she moved away from our district) and because of some personal/legal
issues, I was late in filing my 2017 year end report.
It was my intention to terminate this campaign quite some time ago, but just plain did not get to it due to
the above issues. I would like to disburse the cash back to our local Senate District 51 and close down
the campaign.

There were no changes year over year to my last filing. I just humbly ask for a waiver of the fine.

Thank you for your consideration

Brad Gerten
Former candidate for HD 51A

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=CCFBAADC561F4C4EA50B58A2E903DF64-MEGAN ENGEL
mailto:jodi.pope@state.mn.us


From: Engelhardt, Megan (CFB)
To: Pope, Jodi (CFB)
Subject: FW: waiver of late filing fee
Date: Friday, March 23, 2018 11:43:49 AM

From: Jason George <jgeorge@local49.org> 
Sent: Friday, March 23, 2018 11:40 AM
To: Engelhardt, Megan (CFB) <megan.engelhardt@state.mn.us>
Subject: waiver of late filing fee

Hi Megan,

Thanks for following up with me regarding our organizations late filing of our lobbyist report.  I
looked for a waiver of the fine form but could not find so just emailing you.  If there is a form please
send.  Here is what happened.  I filed my individual lobbyist report and thought I was good.  When
contacted by the board saying I hadn’t on the day of filing, I tried to log in to file but was logging in
to my cfb board website with the principle organization password information so it was coming up as
no good.  I thought it was a mistake or something like an old registration and didn’t think anything of
it since I knew I filed my report.

I also searched to see who was listed as delinquent and didn’t see my name so again thought was
good – I wasn’t looking in the right spot there either should have been looking at organizations.  So
this is entirely my fault, I was busy and not paying enough attention here.  Your staff has been great
and super helpful trying to save me from myself.  But this was also a very innocent mistake, I have
filed the report now after you walked me through the errors of my ways – and certainly never
intended to not file.

If there is a way that the Board could see fit to waive the fine that would be great.  If not, I get it, will
take responsibility here for the mishap and pay myself.  If I am required to pay the fine, please let me
know where to send the check.

Thanks again for all your help, you folks are great.

Jason

Jason George
Legislative and Special Projects Director
International Union of Operating Engineers, Local 49
Cell:  612-791-2585

Confidentiality Notice
This e-mail and any attachments hereto contain confidential information. This information is
intended solely for use by the individual or entity named as the recipient hereof.  Access to this e-
mail by anyone else is unauthorized.  If you are not the intended recipient, please be aware that any

Int'l Union of Operating 
Engineers Local 49
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review, disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this transmission is prohibited.  If
you have received this  communication in error, please notify us immediately by e-mailing us via
return  e-mail.  Please permanently delete the e-mail and any attachments that you received.  Thank
you.
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ACTIVE FILES 
 

Candidate/Treasurer/ 
Lobbyist 

 
Committee/Agency 

Report Missing/ 
Violation 

Late Fee/ 
Civil Penalty 

Referred 
to AGO 

Date S&C 
Served 
by Mail 

Default 
Hearing 
Date 

Date 
Judgment 
Entered 

 
Case Status 
 

Chilah Brown 
Michele Berger 

Brown (Chilah) for 
Senate 

Unfiled 2016 Year-
End Report of 
Receipts and 
Expenditures 
 
Unpaid late filing 
fee on 10/31/16 Pre-
General Election 
Report 
 

$1,000 LF 
$1,000 CP 
 
 
 
 
$50 LF 

3/6/18     

Roxana Bruins Roxana Bruins for 
Senate 

Unfiled 2016 Year-
End Report of 
Receipts and 
Expenditures 
 

$1,000 LF 
$1,000 CP 

7/28/17 9/6/17   Personal Service 
obtained.  
Drafting default 
documents 

Brenden Ellingboe Ellingboe (Brenden) 
for House 

Unfiled 2015 Year-
End Report of 
Receipts and 
Expenditures 
 

$1,000 LF 
$1,000 CP 

11/29/16 5/26/17   Hold by Board 

Katy Humphrey, 
Kelli Latuska 

Duluth DFL Unfiled 2016 Year-
End Report of 
Receipts and 
Expenditures 
 

$1,000 LF 
$1,000 CP 

3/6/18     

Kirsten Johnson  Unfiled Economic 
Interest Statement 
due June 14, 2016 
 

$100 LF 
$1,000 CP 

1/17/17 5/26/17   Hold by Board 
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Committee/Agency 

Report Missing/ 
Violation 

Late Fee/ 
Civil Penalty 

Referred 
to AGO 

Date S&C 
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Default 
Hearing 
Date 

Date 
Judgment 
Entered 

 
Case Status 
 

Tim Johnson  Unfiled Economic 
Interest Statement 
due June 14, 2016 
 

$100 LF 
$1,000 CP 

1/17/17 5/26/17 5/8/18   
 

Christopher John 
Meyer 

Meyer for 
Minnesota 
 

2016 Year-End 
Report of Receipts 
and Expenditures 
 

$1,000 LF 
$1,000 CP 

7/28/17 9/6/17   Placed on hold 
by Board 
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Committee/Agency 

Report Missing/ 
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Late Fee/ 
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Hearing 
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